Language Arts Semester 1 Exam Study Guide






Ms. Blackard

This study guide is a rough outline of the material that will be covered on the exam.  It is meant to guide you in your studying.  It is not comprehensive or all inclusive, additional material may be on the exam that is not mentioned here.  You are responsible for all material covered during class in Semester 1.

Part I – Stages of the Writing Process

Prewriting – Planning before you write.  Finding the Purpose, Audience, and Context of the prompt.
Drafting – Turning your ideas into sentences and paragraphs.  Writing the actual first draft of your essay.
Revising – Checking your paper for clear content and strong word choice.

Editing – Checking your paper for conventions.  (Spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and grammar)

Publishing – Rewriting your essay.

Part II – Determining Purpose

Narratives – Tell a story involving characters and plot.

Descriptive – Writing to convey an image to the reader.

Expository – Writing to explain or imform a reader of something or reasons why.

Persuasive – Writing to convince a reader of something.

Part III & IV – Elements of an Essay and a Paragraph

Thesis Statement – Tells the main idea of the entire essay.  Includes the topic, author’s opinion, and the three reasons they are going to use to support their argument.

Topic Sentence – Tells the main idea of a supporting paragraph.

Transitions – Short statements usually followed by a comma that move the reader from one paragraph to the next, flowing with ease.

Dialogue – Text in quotations that is spoken.
Sensory details – Details in an essay that are described with the senses:  What does it smell like?  What does it taste like?  What does it look like?  What does it feel like?  What does it sound like?

Hook – An “interest grabbing” statement at the beginning of an essay or paragraph.

Figurative Language – Ways of writing about something or two somethings in which the meaning of your writing goes beyond the actual meanings of the words.

Part V & VI – Vivid Language and Vocab
Using vivid or precise language will always earn a higher score.  Choosing words that convey specific emotion or strong verbs strengthen writing and add depth to your essay.  Be familiar with vocabulary words from Units 3 and 4.
Part VII – Editing for Conventions

Capitalization:  Remember the acronym MINTS.  These are categories that remind you of capitalization rules.

Months & Moms (Relationships)
I the word “I”
Names
Titles
Start of EVERY sentence

Punctuation:

Marks used to end a sentence are: periods, exclamation marks, and question marks.

Apostrophes – Are only used when a letter is missing from a word.  
This happens in three cases:  Contractions, Possessives, and Possessives that end in the letter ‘s’.

Contractions – Do not ( Don’t


Possessives – Ms. Blackard’s class laughed at the punctuation squirrel.


Possessives that end in the letter ‘s’ – The dogs’ bowls were empty.

Part VIII – Response to Writing

Be prepared to read a short passage and write a paragraph response citing textual evidence to support their claim.
