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Standard 2DE: Colons and Semicolons
Part I: Definitions and Examples

COLON
1) To introduce a series or an example. 

[HINT: insert “as follows” before the list or example]

We had two choices: stay or return later.


Mari’s favorite instruments are these: pianos, violins, drums, and maracas.


I’m going to meet my friends: Roberto, Jayann, and Kim.


This is my point: we must work together to get this done.
2) As a greeting in a business letter.


To the Editor:


Dear Ms. White: 
3) In between hour and minutes when telling time.


This class started at 9:30 a.m.


I have to go to sleep by 10:00.
SEMICOLON
Use a semicolon instead of a comm.-conjunction team to create a compound sentence.

My father is driving to the store; we are out of milk.
A semicolon combines two sentences into one.
Remember, both the phrase before the semicolon and the one after it need to be complete sentences.


I took a long bath; later, I went to bed.

The horse looked sick; it seemed very tired as well.
I would love to stay and talk longer; however, I need to go home and get some work done.

Read the following sentences carefully. Choose whether a colon or a semicolon would best fit in the blank; then, write in the appropriate mark.

1. This calls for more ingredients __ tomatoes, basil, onions, and garlic.
2. I can’t believe it’s already after 12 __ 00. 
3. Grey climbed up the stairs __ carefully, he opened the door.
4. Once we had entered, there was no going back __ we were here whether we liked it or not.
5. I have only one thing to say to you __ I cannot do that.

6. We are here because of one woman __ Ms. Brenda Brown.

7. I am here because of one man __ that man is my teacher, Mr. Soros.

8. Some days are good __ some days are bad. 

9. At 9 __ 30, we have math class. 

10.  I wish we didn’t have to go __ we might be able to come back later. 

11.  My mom wanted me to know something __ she was proud of me.

12.  Do this for me after 7 __ 00 tonight __ call the restaurant and order a pizza.

13.  There are several reasons why that is a bad idea __ people don’t like it, it could be dangerous, and there are other things we could do.

14.  I love to read __ my favorite books are mysteries, romances, and tragedies.

15.  It’s always good to remember this __ things will get better soon. 

16.  Priyankh thought things looked good __ however, he knew it was better to be careful. 

Read the following sentences carefully. Circle the letter of the sentence that is punctuated correctly. 

1. a. In winter it’s important to wear a coat; warm gloves are good too.

b. I have to wear three things outside, a coat: gloves, and a hat.

2. a. Here’s an example: when she left last night, she left the door unlocked.

b. Because she is tired; she gets careless.

3. a. There are several things we must do; finish work, eat dinner, and go to bed.

b. You say that now; however, I think you will feel differently later.

4. a. I blew the candle out; and now it is smoky.

b. I have a gift for you: my grandmother’s candlesticks.

5. a. In winter it’s important to wear a coat; warm gloves are good too.

b. I have to wear three things outside, a coat: gloves, and a hat.

6. a. I started counting: one, two, three...

b. Briana baked a cake; a chocolate one.

7. a. I want to see you; you should come visit me.

b. Let’s go: we don’t have much time.

8. a. It would be fun to go to: the carnival with you.

b. Let me know when you can; I’ll be around all day.
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Read the following sentences carefully. Choose whether a colon or a semicolon would best fit in the blank; then, write in the appropriate mark.
1. I love to sing __ I also love to shout really loudly. 

2. At 2 __ 30, my mom is coming to pick me up. 

3. I wish you could come and help me __ can’t you please come over here? 

4. My friend told me something cool last night __ her brother is getting married.

5. After 8 __ 00 tonight, it will be dark.

6. I’m best at three things __ writing poems, telling scary stories, and 

rollerblading.

7. I love chocolate __ it always tastes good and it never gets old.

8. I want you to know this __ I’ve always admired you. 

9. Jeehae thought the woman was pretty __ moreover, she looked great when she
smiled. 

10. My French Fries are perfect __ salty, crisp, and hot.
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