Language Arts Semester 2 Exam Study Guide






Ms. Blackard

This study guide is a rough outline of the material that will be covered on the exam.  It is meant to guide you in your studying.  It is not comprehensive or all inclusive, additional material may be on the exam that is not mentioned here.  You are responsible for all material covered during class in Semester 2.  Please visit my website for further review.  http://sharkslovelanguage.weebly.com
Part I& II – Sentence Structure

Simple Sentences 

· Expresses one complete thought.  

· One independent clause.  

· (Marge = subject + verb)

· Example:  The dog ran away.

Compound Sentences
· Expresses two complete thoughts.  

· Two independent clauses that are connected.

· (Marge +, + conjunction + Marge)
· Example:  The dog ran away, and we did not know where to find him.

Complex Sentences

· Expresses one incomplete thought, and one complete thought.

· One dependent clause and one independent clause. (WITH an AAAWWUUBBISS word)
· (Marge + Homer) – OR – (Homer + , + Marge)
· Example:  Because we posted fliers, we found our dog two days later.  – OR – 

· We found our dog two days later because we posted fliers.

Part III – Editing Skills (Conventions)

Capitalization:  Remember the acronym MINTS.  These are categories that remind you of capitalization rules.

Months & Moms (Relationships)
I the word “I”
Names
Titles
Start of EVERY sentence

Punctuation:

Marks used to end a sentence are: periods, exclamation marks, and question marks.

Apostrophes – Are only used when a letter is missing from a word.  

This happens in three cases:  Contractions, Possessives, and Possessives that end in the letter ‘s’.


Contractions – Do not ( Don’t


Possessives – Ms. Blackard’s class laughed at the punctuation squirrel.


Possessives that end in the letter ‘s’ – The dogs’ bowls were empty.

Semicolons

· Semicolons can be used to combine two independent clauses INSTEAD of a comma + conjunction.  Often transitional words are inserted.  

(We've always had cats for pets; however, we decided to get a dog this time.)

· Semicolons are used in lists in which there are already commas.

(My roommates are from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Los Angeles, California; and Cincinnati, Ohio.)

Colons

· Colons are only used after independent clauses when a list follows.

(By the age of twelve, most people catch the “childhood diseases”: measles, mumps, and chicken pox.)

· Colons are used in Bible verses.  (James 1:5)

· Colons are used to separate the hour and minutes when telling time. (7:20pm)

· Colons are used to separate between a title and subtitle.  (An American Identity:  The Kennedy Story)
Hyphens

· Hyphens divide words that the end of lines when there is not enough room to write the entire word.  (Words should be divided at the syllable.)

· Hyphens form compound words where the adjective comes before the noun. (already-opened package, time for self-reflection)

· Hyphenate two word numbers. (twenty-two, forty-seven)

Commas

· List of three or more.
Example:  We bought eggs, milk, and cheese.

· In compound sentences.

Example:  The dog ran away, and we did not know where to find him.

· In complex sentences.

Example:  Because we posted fliers, we found our dog two days later. 

· After introductory words.

Example:  After that, we went to the pool.

· To offset quotations.

Example:  “I liked the show,” said Sarah.

· To insert added information.

Example:  Sarah was twelve, even though she acted older, she was not old enough to go to the movie.

Part IV & V – Vocabulary

You must know the definitions for all words of Unit 9 and Unit 10 and be able to apply the words in context.

Part VI – Reading Comprehension
Be prepared to read two short passages and respond to questions to demonstrate understanding and comparision.
